
 

  

 

   
 

Request for Proposals 
Industry Specialist for USTDA Program - Regional Asia – Advanced Nuclear Reactor 

Technologies RTM Series 

1. Description of Services Requested 

Meridian International Center, a contractor to the U.S. Trade and Development Agency (USTDA), is 

seeking an Industry Specialist for the prospective program - Regional Asia – Advanced Nuclear Reactor 

Technologies RTM Series. The program aims to familiarize delegates from four different countries – 

Malaysia, Vietnam, Thailand, and India with nuclear energy technology advancements including small 

modular reactors (“SMRs”), micro-modular reactors (“MMRs”), and related civil nuclear energy solutions, 

and support the adoption of international best practices and technologies related to the deployment of 

advanced civil nuclear reactor technologies, including SMRs and MMRs.  

The program between three distinct RTMs (one for India, one for Vietnam and Thailand, and one for 

Malaysia). Each RTM will span up to ten business days, visit up to three U.S. cities, and include business 

briefings, roundtables, meetings with U.S. public and private sector representatives, and site visits. The 

RTMs will likely visit Washington, D.C. and two additional U.S. cities to meet with policymakers, regulators, 

and U.S. companies. Other potential cities, where U.S. nuclear companies and research institutions are 

based, include, but are not limited to, Idaho Falls, ID (Idaho National Laboratory); Knoxville, TN (Oak Ridge 

National Laboratory); Austin, TX; Silicon Valley, CA; Los Angeles, CA; and/or Pittsburgh, PA. 

2. Functional Requirements 

Both individuals and entities are welcome to respond to this RFP. Industry specialists are largely tasked 

with driving itinerary/agenda development and helping USTDA and Meridian foster connections with 

U.S. public and private sector leaders. Industry Specialists are asked to assist with proposal writing, and, 

if selected, the RTM series. More details about the roles and responsibilities of the Industry Specialist 

are below.  

Roles in proposals may include, but not be limited to, providing: 

• Technical inputs into proposed program itinerary, content and structure, including suggesting 

topics, site visits, and relevant experts or companies from the respective sector 

• Background information on the sector or issue to be addressed, demonstrating the technical 

expert’s technical and/or regional expertise 

• Please note that the time and role in the proposal development process is considered pro 

bono, and generally has a quick turnaround time (approximately 2-3 weeks) 
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• Providing significant inputs, contacts, and scheduling for the program itinerary and content, 

including suggesting topics, scheduling site visits, and determining relevant attendees from the 

respective organization or company 

• Developing informational materials and/or presentations on topics of expertise 

• Attending meetings with USTDA, U.S. Embassy, and/or U.S. Commercial Service representatives 

to share updates on the program itinerary and logistics 

• Participating in virtual program components or traveling on in-person programs, to facilitate 

dialogue, answer participant questions on technical topics, and/or deliver presentations 

• Designing agenda and invite lists for Business Briefings with industry representatives, and assist 

in marketing the Business Briefing to relevant entities; 

• Taking notes during all meetings and site visits, including contributing to program reports 

• Travel for the full duration of a Reverse Trade Mission (RTM), typically 1-2 weeks domestically, 

or Workshop (typically 1 week maximum, inclusive of travel, domestic or internationally) 

• Note: If Meridian is awarded the contract, Meridian will issue a contract with the technical 

expert. The typical time commitment for a technical expert is around 35 days for an RTM 

(including preparation time, travel, and post-RTM follow-up) and 20-22 days per Workshop 

(including preparation time, travel, and post-Workshop follow-up). Please note that 

preparation may take place over the course of several months, and time frames are 

determined by USTDA, the U.S. Embassy, and Meridian/Industry Specialist availability.  

  

3. Submission Materials 

To be initially considered for this Industry Specialist role, please submit the following to 

MeridianTDA@meridian.org: 

1. Your hourly and daily rate, with a statement specifying the rates are valid for at least one year 

from submission 

2. A brief (one page maximum) outline of the RTM, including ideas for cities to visit and 

stakeholders to engage with. Note this does not need to be very detailed at this stage (no 

specific names are needed, for example John Smith at X company, but should showcase a 

general understanding of locations and stakeholders who would be best placed to meet with a 

foreign delegation on American nuclear energy advancements).  

3. Your resume/CV 

4. A bio paragraph highlighting your experience in the the nuclear energy sector, including any 

focus areas, and any specific country or regional expertise (including any TDA-specific 

experience) 

5. A statement confirming that you are a U.S. citizen or permanent resident 

Once this is submitted, Meridian will be in touch with more details related to this opportunity.  

4. Selection and Timing 
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Submissions will be accepted on a rolling basis, but a decision on the Industry Specialist will be made by 

Wednesday, June 17. For any questions about this RFP, please contact MeridianTDA@meridian.org.  

5. General Terms 
d) Meridian reserves the right to accept or reject any proposals or to cancel this RFP process. 

d) As USTDA RFPs are received by Meridian, Meridian will use its sole discretion to determine 

whether to bid on the RFPs and which technical expert candidates to consider, if any.  

d) Inclusion in a Meridian proposal in response to a USTDA RFP is not a guarantee that the program 

will take place or that it will be implemented by Meridian. Technical experts and Meridian will 

not have any binding obligation to each other until such time as a contract for services may be 

signed by both parties. If a contract is signed by both parties, the relationship of the consultant 

to Meridian will be that of an independent contractor only. A W-9 tax and vendor form with 

banking details will be required to set up a contract for services. 

d) Selected consultants will adhere to Data Processing Agreement terms and to prohibition on use 

of certain telecommunication and video surveillance services or equipment as defined in Section 

889(a)(1) of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019 (Pub. L. 115-232) and as 

more specifically defined in Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) clause 52.204-25 Prohibition on 

Contracting for Certain Telecommunications and Video Surveillance Services or Equipment. 
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